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BACKGROUND OF THE INITIATIVE FOR PUBLIC BACKGROUND OF THE INITIATIVE FOR PUBLIC 
HEALTH COOPERATION IN SOUTH EASTERN HEALTH COOPERATION IN SOUTH EASTERN 

EUROPE (PHEUROPE (PH--SEE)SEE)

HFAHFA--2000 & HFA2000 & HFA--21 reaffirmed the importance of PH in national health 21 reaffirmed the importance of PH in national health 
systems => vehicle for change & > healthsystems => vehicle for change & > health
Ottawa Charter for Health Promotion (1986): healthy public policOttawa Charter for Health Promotion (1986): healthy public policy, y, 
supportive environments, community action, personal skills, HC ssupportive environments, community action, personal skills, HC serviceervice
Stability Pact initiative and agreement for SEE, PHStability Pact initiative and agreement for SEE, PH--SEE Project, SEE Project, 20002000
WHO Strategy of the New PH => instrument to promote health and >WHO Strategy of the New PH => instrument to promote health and >
ec. prosperity (Commission on Macroeconomics and Health, ec. prosperity (Commission on Macroeconomics and Health, 20012001))
OSIOSI--ASPHER Initiative and joint program entitled ASPHER Initiative and joint program entitled ““Quality Development Quality Development 
of Public Health Teaching Programs in CEEof Public Health Teaching Programs in CEE””, , 20012001
((www.ensp.fr/aspherwww.ensp.fr/aspher))
=> Intl New Public Health Movement and Promotion in Europe=> Intl New Public Health Movement and Promotion in Europe
PH sector in SEE countries was exposed to those new ideas and PH sector in SEE countries was exposed to those new ideas and 
concepts during the transitional periodconcepts during the transitional period

http://www.ensp.fr/aspher
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SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SPECIFICITIES SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SPECIFICITIES 
OF THE SEE REGION COUNTRIESOF THE SEE REGION COUNTRIES

Long history, multiLong history, multi--ethnicity and multiple ethnicity and multiple 
denominations in SEE countriesdenominations in SEE countries
Economic depressionEconomic depression
Struggling with sequels of long lasting Struggling with sequels of long lasting 
socialist missocialist mis--managementmanagement
Decade of civil wars & forced migrationsDecade of civil wars & forced migrations
Disrupted professional networks in SEE Disrupted professional networks in SEE 
High educational level of hlth High educational level of hlth professionalsprofessionals & & 
marginalizedmarginalized statusstatus & & weakweak PH PH actionaction
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HEALTH SECTOR REFORMS AND PUBLIC HEALTH SECTOR REFORMS AND PUBLIC 
HEALTH NEEDS IN SEE COUNTRIESHEALTH NEEDS IN SEE COUNTRIES

Transition in SEE countries, PH problems and Transition in SEE countries, PH problems and 
lack of comprehensive PH (MPH) educationlack of comprehensive PH (MPH) education
Importance of investing in health has been Importance of investing in health has been 
greatly underestimated by analysts, greatly underestimated by analysts, GovmtsGovmts
and Intl donor communityand Intl donor community
Public Health sector needs for retraining of Public Health sector needs for retraining of 
staff and training of the new generation of PH staff and training of the new generation of PH 
professionalsprofessionals
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THE CONCEPT AND PHILOSOPHY THE CONCEPT AND PHILOSOPHY 
OF THE NEW PUBLIC HEALTHOF THE NEW PUBLIC HEALTH

TheThe Old Public Old Public HealthHealth ……concernedconcerned withwith environmentalenvironmental sanitationsanitation, , 
safetysafety of of foodfood, , airair and and waterwater …… targetedtargeted infectionsinfections, , toxictoxic, and , and traumatictraumatic
causescauses of of deathdeath……

TheThe New Public New Public HealthHealth isis synthesissynthesis of of clasicalclasical publicpublic healthhealth, , 
interactinginteracting withwith thethe biomedicalbiomedical, , clinicalclinical and and socialsocial sciencessciences, , economicseconomics
and technology and technology assessmentassessment, and , and experienceexperience of of thethe healthhealth systemssystems
towardtoward universal universal healthhealth carecare, , managementmanagement of personal of personal servicesservices and and 
communitycommunity actionaction forfor a a holisticholistic approachapproach to to healthhealth and and illnessillness and and riskrisk
factorsfactors forfor diseasedisease ((TulchinskyTulchinsky & & VaravikovaVaravikova, 2000). , 2000). 

…… TheThe New Public New Public HealthHealth isis concernedconcerned withwith actionaction andand seeksseeks to to 
addressaddress issuesissues asas…… equitableequitable accessaccess to HC to HC servicesservices, , thethe environmentenvironment, , 
politicalpolitical governancegovernance and and socialsocial and and economiceconomic developmentdevelopment ((NcayiyanaNcayiyana
D, et all. 1995)D, et all. 1995)
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TheThe New Public New Public HealthHealth EthicsEthics

EquityEquity
SolidaritySolidarity

SubsidiaritySubsidiarity
SustainabilitySustainability

ComprehensivenessComprehensiveness
ParticipationParticipation
UniversalityUniversality
EfficiencyEfficiency
JusticeJustice
PeacePeace

((AmendedAmended fromfrom LaaserLaaser U, U, DonevDonev D, D, BjegovicBjegovic V, V, SaroliSaroli Y. Public Y. Public healthhealth and and PeacePeace –– Editorial. Editorial. CroatianCroatian MedicalMedical
Journal 2002; 43/2:107Journal 2002; 43/2:107--1313
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Initial activities & Initial activities & MalestonesMalestones for Development for Development 
of PH Cooperation in SEE Regionof PH Cooperation in SEE Region

22000, Nov 3000, Nov 3--4, Zagreb,4, Zagreb, 11stst Coordination meeting of the Coordination meeting of the 
Stability Pact Project on Academic Programs for Training and Stability Pact Project on Academic Programs for Training and 
Research in PH Research in PH 

Managing Office: Managing Office: AndrijaAndrija StamparStampar School of Public HealthSchool of Public Health
Medical School, University of ZagrebMedical School, University of Zagreb

Principal Coordinators:Principal Coordinators:
Prof. Dr. med. Prof. Dr. med. LukaLuka KovacicKovacic, PhD, PhD
Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Laaser, DTM&H, MPHProf. Dr. med. Ulrich Laaser, DTM&H, MPH
Section of International Public Health (SSection of International Public Health (S--IPH)IPH)
School of Public Health, University of School of Public Health, University of BielefeldBielefeld, GERMANY, GERMANY
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Steering Committee of PHSteering Committee of PH--SEE Project SEE Project 
((www.snz.hrwww.snz.hr/ph/ph--see)see)

Prof. Prof. LukaLuka KovacicKovacic, Zagreb, Croatia, Zagreb, Croatia
Prof. Prof. Ulrich LaaserUlrich Laaser, , BielefeldBielefeld, Germany , Germany 
Prof. Prof. VesnaVesna BjegovicBjegovic, Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro, Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro
Prof. Prof. JadrankaJadranka BozikovBozikov, Zagreb, Croatia, Zagreb, Croatia
Dr. Dr. GencGenc BurazeriBurazeri, Tirana, Albania, Tirana, Albania
Prof. Prof. DonchoDoncho DonevDonev, Skopje, Macedonia, Skopje, Macedonia
Dr. Dr. Silva Gabriela ScinteeSilva Gabriela Scintee, Bucharest, Romania, Bucharest, Romania
Asst. Prof. Asst. Prof. LidiaLidia MladenovaMladenova GeorgievaGeorgieva, Sofia, Bulgaria, Sofia, Bulgaria
Prof. Prof. MirjanaMirjana MartinovMartinov CvejinCvejin, Novi Sad, , Novi Sad, VojvodinaVojvodina, Serbia and , Serbia and 
MontenegroMontenegro
Prof. Prof. Vera Vera GrujicGrujic, Novi Sad, , Novi Sad, VojvodinaVojvodina, Serbia and Montenegro , Serbia and Montenegro 
Asst. Prof. Asst. Prof. GordanaGordana PavlekovicPavlekovic, Zagreb, Croatia, Zagreb, Croatia
Dr. Dr. LijanaLijana ZaletelZaletel--KrageljKragelj, Ljubljana, Slovenia, Ljubljana, Slovenia
Asst. Prof. Asst. Prof. ValeriuValeriu SavaSava, Chisinau, Moldova, Chisinau, Moldova
Prim. dr. Prim. dr. ZlatkoZlatko VucinaVucina, Sarajevo, Bosnia, Sarajevo, Bosnia--HerzegovinaHerzegovina

mailto:lkovacic@snz.hr
mailto:ulrich.laaser@uni-bielefeld.de
mailto:bjegov@eunet.yu
mailto:jbozikov@snz.hr
mailto:gburazeri@yahoo.com
mailto:donev@freemail.org.mk
mailto:gscintee@ispb.ro
mailto:lidia@omega.bg
mailto:izzz@eunet.yu?Subject=For%20Mirjana%20Martinov%20Cvejin
mailto:izzz@eunet.yu?Subject=For%20Vera%20Grujic
mailto:gpavleko@snz.hr
mailto:lijana.kragelj@mf.uni-lj.si
mailto:vsava@ucimp.mdl.net
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Initial activities & Initial activities & MalestonesMalestones for Development for Development 
of PH Cooperation in SEE Region (Cont.)of PH Cooperation in SEE Region (Cont.)

2001, Feb 162001, Feb 16--18, Dubrovnik, Croatia: 18, Dubrovnik, Croatia: 1st Conference on PH 1st Conference on PH 
Training and Research Collaboration in SEETraining and Research Collaboration in SEE

2001, July 222001, July 22--27, Zagreb, Croatia27, Zagreb, Croatia: 1st Summer School for : 1st Summer School for 
Public Health Professionals on the Internet in Health Sciences Public Health Professionals on the Internet in Health Sciences 

2001, Dec 62001, Dec 6--8, Skopje, Macedonia: 8, Skopje, Macedonia: South Eastern European South Eastern European 
Conference on Public Health and Peace (Conference on Public Health and Peace (Skopje DeclarationSkopje Declaration on on 
Public Health, Peace and Human Rights 2001 is published in Public Health, Peace and Human Rights 2001 is published in 
Croatian Medical Journal and accessible onCroatian Medical Journal and accessible on--line line www.cmj.hrwww.cmj.hr) ) 

http://www.cmj.hr/index.php?P=845
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CMJCMJ
Go to the people,
Learn from them,
Love them,
Start with what they know,
Build on what they have.

But of the best leaders,
When their task is 
accomplished,
Their work is done,
The people will remark,
“We have done it ourselves.”

(Lao Tse about true leaders)
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Initial activities & Initial activities & MalestonesMalestones for Development for Development 
of PH Cooperation in SEE Region (Cont.)of PH Cooperation in SEE Region (Cont.)

2002, Feb 32002, Feb 3--22, Zagreb, Croatia: 22, Zagreb, Croatia: 1st Winter School for Public 1st Winter School for Public 
Health Professionals: Training of Teachers in Planning and Health Professionals: Training of Teachers in Planning and 
Management of Public Health Management of Public Health 
2002, May 92002, May 9--11, Tirana, Albania: 11, Tirana, Albania: 3rd Conference on PH Training 3rd Conference on PH Training 
and Research Collaboration in SEE andand Research Collaboration in SEE and
3rd Coordination Meeting of Public Health Training and Research 3rd Coordination Meeting of Public Health Training and Research 
Collaboration in South Eastern Europe Collaboration in South Eastern Europe 

2002, July 212002, July 21--27, Ljubljana, Slovenia:27, Ljubljana, Slovenia: 2nd Summer School for 2nd Summer School for 
Public Health Professionals:Public Health Professionals:
Minimum Indicator Set (MIS) for SEE countries  Minimum Indicator Set (MIS) for SEE countries  

2002, Sept 28 2002, Sept 28 -- Oct 1, Zagreb: Oct 1, Zagreb: XXIV ASPHER Annual Conference XXIV ASPHER Annual Conference 
and 75th Anniversary of and 75th Anniversary of AndrijaAndrija StamparStampar School of Public Health School of Public Health 
((AgreementAgreement on Collaboration of the Public Health Consortium for South on Collaboration of the Public Health Consortium for South 
Eastern Europe (PHEastern Europe (PH--SEE) was signed on behalf of first 13 participating SEE) was signed on behalf of first 13 participating 
institutions)  institutions)  

http://www.snz.hr/ph-see/docs/Agreement.html
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Initial activities & Initial activities & MalestonesMalestones for Development for Development 
of PH Cooperation in SEE Region (Cont.)of PH Cooperation in SEE Region (Cont.)

2003, April 122003, April 12--15, 15, SinaiaSinaia, Romania: , Romania: 4th PH4th PH--SEE Coordination SEE Coordination 
MeetingMeeting
2003, June 52003, June 5--8, Sofia, Bulgaria:8, Sofia, Bulgaria: 4th Conference on PH Training and 4th Conference on PH Training and 
Research Collaboration in SEEResearch Collaboration in SEE
2003, Sep 142003, Sep 14--21, 21, BudvaBudva, Serbia and Montenegro: , Serbia and Montenegro: 3rd Summer 3rd Summer 
School for Public Health Professionals:School for Public Health Professionals: Strategies for Public Health Strategies for Public Health 
Policy in the SEE Transition CountriesPolicy in the SEE Transition Countries
2004, Aug 232004, Aug 23--28 , Belgrade, Serbia: 28 , Belgrade, Serbia: Expert Summer Retreat: Expert Summer Retreat: 
National PH Strategies in SEE and the EU Health PolicyNational PH Strategies in SEE and the EU Health Policy
2005, Feb 72005, Feb 7--9, Belgrade: 9, Belgrade: Health Insurance Health Insurance -- Determining the Determining the 
FrameworkFramework
2005, Feb 132005, Feb 13--19, Belgrade, Serbia: 19, Belgrade, Serbia: Winter School: Evidence Based Winter School: Evidence Based 
Public HealthPublic Health
2005, July2005, July--Sep, Belgrade, Serbia: Sep, Belgrade, Serbia: Summer Campus: School of Summer Campus: School of 
Public HealthPublic Health
……
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Initial activities & Initial activities & MalestonesMalestones for for 
Development of PH/MPH in MacedoniaDevelopment of PH/MPH in Macedonia

2000, Nov 1, Skopje, 2000, Nov 1, Skopje, 1st Meeting with Prof. Laaser: Macedonia 1st Meeting with Prof. Laaser: Macedonia 
supported the initiative and joined the Stability Pact Projectsupported the initiative and joined the Stability Pact Project
2001, May 92001, May 9, MOH & MOES joint initiative for establishing SPH in RM, MOH & MOES joint initiative for establishing SPH in RM
2001, May 92001, May 9, The Government of R. Macedonia concluded to provide , The Government of R. Macedonia concluded to provide 
financial funds of 500.000,oo DM for starting the activities financial funds of 500.000,oo DM for starting the activities ……SPHSPH
2001, July 182001, July 18, Skopje meeting with PH, Skopje meeting with PH--SEE invited expert, Prof. U. SEE invited expert, Prof. U. 
Laaser, for planning further steps for MPH curriculum developmenLaaser, for planning further steps for MPH curriculum development t ……
2001, Aug 242001, Aug 24, , FMFM--SkopjeSkopje DeanDean´́ss DecisionDecision forfor establishingestablishing WorkingWorking
Group Group forfor preparingpreparing ConceptConcept/ Profile / Profile proposalproposal forfor thethe SPHSPH
2001, Sep 152001, Sep 15, , OhridOhrid PHPH--SEE Coordinative meeting: SEE Coordinative meeting: ““Integrated Integrated 
Proposed DocumentProposed Document…”…” was presented by the president of the was presented by the president of the 
Commission for establishing the SPH in Skopje, RMCommission for establishing the SPH in Skopje, RM
2001, Nov 262001, Nov 26, initiated OSI and the World Bank 3 year development , initiated OSI and the World Bank 3 year development 
project for preparing MPH Curriculum & establishing SPH, with project for preparing MPH Curriculum & establishing SPH, with 
assistance of the Intl consulting group lead by the Braun Schoolassistance of the Intl consulting group lead by the Braun School of of 
Public Health, Jerusalem, IsraelPublic Health, Jerusalem, Israel
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Initial activities & Initial activities & MalestonesMalestones for Development for Development 
of PH/MPH in Macedonia (cont.)of PH/MPH in Macedonia (cont.)

2001, Dec 282001, Dec 28, Memorandum of Understanding on Development of a , Memorandum of Understanding on Development of a 
School of PH at Skopje FM was signed by the Minister of Health, School of PH at Skopje FM was signed by the Minister of Health, Rector Rector 
of the University in Skopje, Dean of the University in Skopje, Dean odod the FM and Director of the FOSIMthe FM and Director of the FOSIM--
SorosSoros SkopjeSkopje
2002, Oct2002, Oct., Faculty of Medicine approved new regulations for ., Faculty of Medicine approved new regulations for 
establishing Center for PH within the new Deaconate Building (spestablishing Center for PH within the new Deaconate Building (space ace 
for office & secretariat, teaching room & facilities, computer lfor office & secretariat, teaching room & facilities, computer lab, PH ab, PH 
library)library)
2002, Oct 10:2002, Oct 10: ““ The road toward real SPH is long one and will be The road toward real SPH is long one and will be 
many bumps and storms along the way because of conservative many bumps and storms along the way because of conservative 
tradition of medical attitudes, which is not so unusual. The Schtradition of medical attitudes, which is not so unusual. The School of ool of 
Public Health will evolve, so long as there is a commitment to hPublic Health will evolve, so long as there is a commitment to have ave 
such an entitysuch an entity”” –– Prof. Ted Prof. Ted TulchinskyTulchinsky
2002, Nov 182002, Nov 18--2121, Skopje Workshop for MPH Curriculum development , Skopje Workshop for MPH Curriculum development 
with assistance of the Intl. consultants (Ted with assistance of the Intl. consultants (Ted TulchinskyTulchinsky & & LinasLinas
ShumkasShumkas))
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Initial activities & Initial activities & MalestonesMalestones for Development for Development 
of PH/MPH in Macedonia (cont.)of PH/MPH in Macedonia (cont.)

2002, 2002, DecDec 99--20,20, PHPH--SEE Project SEE Project professionalprofessional visitvisit
and and twotwo--weekweek staystay of Prof. Joachim Gardemann as of Prof. Joachim Gardemann as 
visitingvisiting professorprofessor to to thethe UKIMUKIM
2003, Oct2003, Oct--NovNov, , ErusalemErusalem, Israel, started VFP at , Israel, started VFP at 
Braun School for PHBraun School for PH
2003, Dec 42003, Dec 4, Skopje, Hotel Holliday Inn, Promotion , Skopje, Hotel Holliday Inn, Promotion 
of the Textbook translated into Macedonian of the Textbook translated into Macedonian ““The The 
New Public healthNew Public health”” (T. (T. TulchinskyTulchinsky and E. and E. VaravikovaVaravikova))
2003, Dec 52003, Dec 5, Skopje Faculty of Medicine, Promotion , Skopje Faculty of Medicine, Promotion 
and Implementation of the MPH Curriculum with the and Implementation of the MPH Curriculum with the 
first Course first Course ““ Intro to the New Public HealthIntro to the New Public Health””, for the , for the 
first generation of 36 MPH students (multifirst generation of 36 MPH students (multi--
disciplinary group)disciplinary group)
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Mission and Goals of the PH-SEE Stability 
Pact Project and MPH Programs

To raise capacity of present and future public health professionals –
competent to assess health problems, to formulate objectives, strategies and to 
implement programs;
To facilitate teaching, research, providing public health services and 
analysis/formulation of national health policy;
To prepare target-oriented Public health practitioners, researchers, policy 
analysts, managers and decision-makers;
To provide continuing education for current and aspiring public health 
practitioners, researchers, policy analysts and managers;
To promote public health research and health policy analysis;
To advocate and promote health-related issues in public policy, planning and 

management of HC system
=> MPH/ CPH/ SPH in: Skopje, Belgrade, Sofia, Tirana,

Ljubljana, Prishtina, Bucharest etc.
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